A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
power of Cecil, the latter had been confirmed in his mastery
over the Queen and the kingdom.
The Killing of Norfolk. Norfolk was kept back to be
further dealt with when the time should be ripe; he was the
head of the old nobility, and to get him killed would be the
completion of Cecil's success. He was killed through the use
of what is known as the Ridolfi Plot. Ridolfi was a rich
Italian banker in the city of London; both Mary Stuart and
Norfolk thought (most erroneously) that they could still get
rid of Cecil, and Ridolfi planned a scheme for rescuing Mary
Stuart. Norfolk was privy to this scheme. When Ridolfi got
to the Continent in the spring of 1571 he had made his plan,
including an attack on Elizabeth herself—a repetition of the
old error—and it is certain that the removal of Elizabeth by
violence, and perhaps her death, was considered at the Spanish
court. Ridolfi had the folly to write to the Duke of Norfolk
from abroad, and the letter fell at once into the hands of Cecil's
spies, by whom it was deciphered. A sum of money which
Norfolk was sending to Mary was intercepted, as also were sundry
letters from Norfolk to the Pope, from Mary to Norfolk, and
from Mary to her agent abroad supporting Ridolfi. But it must
be remembered in all this that there is no proof whatever of
Mary and Norfolk having knowledge of Ridolfi's extravagant,
wild talk later against Elizabeth herself—they had only con-
cerned themselves with the release of Mary. And Norfolk,
an ingenuous man, denied with vehemence to the end all
accusations of treason. All he had done, he said, was to propose
the release of Mary, who was unjustly held a prisoner, the
putting of her back on her own throne of Scotland, and her
proclamation as the successor to Elizabeth in case there should
be no direct heir. Nevertheless Norfolk was condemned, and
on Saturday, February n, 1572, Elizabeth signed the warrant
for his execution. It is obvious that she had been overborne,
and as obvious is Cecil's mastery over her in all this. She
struggled against the shedding of her cousin's blood, and
revoked the warrant. At the end of April she signed it again,
and again refused to use it. But Cecil was tenacious; his
House of Commons petitioned not only against Norfolk's life,
but against Mary's, and the object of Cecil's move in this was
to use the lesser outrage as an introduction for the greater one
later on. It would have been madness for him to provoke all
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